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Exhibit will reflect
Halliburton's "Journey

By Jim Kilpatridk
Y e winer

The ArtCentre of Planc will present the art.
music and words of the lare Grant Hallibureon
with the opening of “Journey” from 6 o 8 p.m.
May 16 at the gallery, 1309 E. 15th Sereet.

“The title Tourney” signifies many things,” said
Grant's mother Vanita Halliburton, “Not only
Grants artistic journey, but the continuation of
that journey through his gifts of art, muosic and
writing.”

One of Halliburton's pieces of art was hung at
his alma mater, Plano West Senior High Schocl,
on Tuesday. At that time, a $1,000 scholarship was
presented to a graduating senior.

The exhibition is not just a premiere of the col-
lected works of a talented young man who died
last Meow. 2, but a way to generate awareness of the
Grant Halliburton Foundation, which was co-
founded by Vanita Halliburcon and Allan
Halliburton., The exhibition will also give the
foundation an opportunity to show what it will be
doing.

“I think it will be very interesting, not only as
an artexperience, but as arare glimpse into the life
of a very creative young man,” Vanita Halliburean
said. “Ewveryone that knew him loved him.”

Everything to him was a canvas for him to cre-
ate on, sald his mother.

His creativiy was natural, whether it was com-
posing a song on the plane, playing the guitar, or
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Grant Halliburton's works will be on display at
the ArtCentre of Plano beginning Tuesday.
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sketching in a notebook, Vanita
Halliburton said. He was always
celebrating life.

“He expressed himself with
such ease, whether through his
writing, his music, his art or his
love for people, that I often forgot
how brilliant he was,” said Amy
H:lu]ll)lll'[oll, Gl’:ll][,s Sis[lﬂf. “HiS
skill just flowed so naturally out of
Who hE Wwas. Tﬂllﬂnt, fol' Gl’aﬂt, was
like breathing.”

Halliburton’s long—time friend,
fellow Plano West 2005 graduare
and music writing partner Taylor
Webb, saw Halliburton’s talent
firs-hand.

“Gl':l]][ was an ﬂ[tis[ ].l] [hﬂ
truest and most pure sense of the
WO[CL HE did]]’t dﬂbble il‘l art or
music,” Webb said. “He had mas-
sively ambitious and visionary
ideas about how he was going to
change the art/music world, and
he had the talent to do so.”

The foundarion was established
S00n Zlf[ff Hilllibul'tol]’s dE:ltJl. [t
has a twofold reason to exist. It is
[hel'f o blﬂﬂeﬁt ):Ol]l]g PEOPIE il]
the arts and to promote mental
health awareness and education.

There are also plans to
announce an award Tuesday that
will benefit art education pro-
grams, particularly those that
serve u]]dﬂl’Pl’iVilﬂgﬂd }"Ol.l]]g PGO‘
ple. At the same time, said Vanita
H:lu]ll)lll'[oll, [he fDl]lldﬂtiO]] Will
focus on breaking the silence that
surrounds  adolescent  menrtal
health issues and getting more
help for young people, for families
and fol' EdLlCﬂ.tOl'S.

“What can a mother say about
l]lﬂf 50]],” S:lid Vm]itﬂ Hﬂ.uibl]l'[oﬂ.
“He was a happy child; as a baby,
he woke up smiling every mom-
ing.”

Halliburton was a bolt of ener-
g}-‘, b“t a.ISO d-]ﬂ maost gel]tll: :ll']d
loving spirit with a fierce, passion-
ate lOVC fo[ ffiellds aﬂd fll1]il)", Said
his mother.

“From the time he could grasp
a Pencil, he was dmwing and writ-
ing,” she said. “He never
SIOPPECI. ”

Halliburton died just six
months after graduating from
Plano West. His illness, however,
began many years before that. His
struggles with mental health issues
began in his early teenage years.

“He ll:ld Stfuggled W].dl in[ef‘
mittent depression throughout
the teenage  years,” Vanira
Halliburton said. “However, in
the last year of his life, it was clear

that there was a bigger bartde
going on.”

He was diagnosed with bipolar
disorder in September 2005 and
spent a month in the hospital at
his own request and it appeared
that he was getting better.

“He was making plans for the
furure,” Anita Halliburton said.
“But the undertow of his illness
was a powerful thing and I think

in the end his pain was too great.”

Grant Halliburrons suicide
bl:c—ﬂ.lnf Pill'[ Df dle gmwil]g ad0~
lescent suicide rate that has tripled
Sil]CC 1960 lﬂd iS now dll: dlil'd
leading cause of death for 15- to
24‘}'51["01d5, Sﬂid Al]itfl
Halliburton.

“Gl’.’lﬂ[,ﬁ Elthfl' aﬂd I fol.]gl]t
long and hard for our son’s healch,
for his well-being and for his life,”
she said. "We lost chart ﬁght, but
now we are taking up the fighe for
other sons and daughters.”

The foundation will seek to
help young people who need to
know they can ask for help and get

i[; fOl’ parcnts WhO need to kl'lOW

how to get the right help for their
children and for educators and
counselors who need better train-

ing to recognize signs of distress in

children.
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